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We are dumbfounded by the wording of the autopsy report regarding Courtland Smith's death. We are aware that the toxicology report showed alcohol as the only substance in his system, and it was not a surprise to those who knew him that the tests for other drugs were negative.  We are very surprised by Medical Examiner Dr. Gordon Arnold’s comments.  We are not sure where he heard that Courtland had discussed suicide with his friends.  No one we have talked with has mentioned any such conversations. We are also unaware of any history of depression; to the contrary, Courtland was cheerful and optimistic.  We are not autopsy experts, but we are confused by these editorial comments made by the local Medical Examiner with no references to his sources.

 

We are told that Pharr Smith, Courtland’s father, tried to contact Dr. Arnold but was referred to the Chief Medical Examiner’s office in Chapel Hill.  That office acknowledged that statements made by local Medical Examiners in these preliminary reports often turn out to be inaccurate but are nevertheless part of the public record.

 

This entire situation has created many questions and much sadness for so many, and the comments released today did very little to change this situation for Courtland's friends and family. It is our hope that the Smiths will eventually get satisfactory answers and accurate facts from the county governments and the SBI. This we would hope will give the family, most importantly, some closure and will do the same for Courtland's friends in and out of Chapel Hill.

