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DILBERT ® by Scott Adams

Greensboro Symphony Orches-
tra and Community Theatre of 
Greensboro.

“This is a whole new day 
for us in terms of grant-mak-
ing and investments that we 
are making in the community,” 
arts council President Jeanie 
Duncan said Wednesday.

Arts groups have been hit 
hard by the sagging economy. 
Several have cut budgets be-
cause income is down.

The council’s United Arts 
Fund drive felt the effect. 

It raised $1.43 million in the 
year ending June 30, 10 percent 
short of its $1.6 million goal.

That meant less money to 
grant at a time more organiza-
tions became eligible.

In years past, the bulk of 
grant money went to 13 to 15 
arts groups, all nonprofits, 
called “member agencies” and 
later “funded affiliates.”

But a community survey 
showed the need to expand the 
pool, Duncan said.

The council received 39 ap-
plications for its new Cultural 
Partner Grant Investments.

The 19 chosen received 
awards ranging from $3,750 for 
the City Arts Drama Center to 
$105,000 for EMF.

New recipients were thrilled. 
Thompson, who performs un-
der the name Josephus, said he 
has offered poetry events for 10 
years on a shoestring budget. 

But until the arts coun-
cil changed grant criteria, he 
wasn’t eligible.

“This will help my effort 
greatly,” he said.

Longtime recipients also ex-
pressed gratitude, even though 
most received less than last 
year. Carolina Theatre and 

Community Theatre of Greens-
boro leaders had hoped for 
more. “We were terribly disap-
pointed that during a landmark 
year like our 60th anniversary, 
we would be cut,” said Mitchel 
Sommers of Community The-
atre, which received 35 per-
cent less.

The Bel Canto Company, a 
longtime recipient of council 
grants, was particularly dis-
appointed. Its application was 
denied.

It’s too soon to know how that 
will affect the nonprofit choral 
group’s finances, Executive Di-
rector Jeffrey Carlson said.

“Right now, I think the most 
immediate impact is on our 
morale,” Carlson said, “since 
the UAC had been an impor-
tant source of support for so 
long.”

Contact Dawn DeCwikiel-Kane 
at 373-5204 or dawn.kane
@news-record.com
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UNITED ARTS COUNCIL GRANTS
ORGANIZATION 2008-09 2009-10

African American Atelier $12,160 $19,000
ArtBeat Greensboro $1,500* $9,500
Bel Canto Company                 $10,450 0
Carolina Theatre $57,000 $47,750
Center for Visual Artists $18,810 $19,000
City Arts Drama Center 0 $3,750
Community Theatre of Greensboro $59,050 $38,000
Downtown Greenway 0 $14,250
Eastern Music Festival $114,713 $105,000
Elsewhere Artist Collaborative $2,000* $16,250
Green Hill Center for North Carolina Art $83,600 $52,500
Greensboro Ballet $30,495 $16,250
Greensboro Symphony Orchestra $105,194 $95,500
Music Academy of North Carolina $63,650 $47,750
Music for a Great Space $3,160 0
N.C. A&T Department of Visual and Performing Arts 0 $14,250 
North Carolina Dance Project $6,555 0
N.C. Storyfest Inc. 0 $9,500
Piedmont Blues Preservation Society 0 $4,250
Josephus Thompson III 0 $14,250
Touring Theatre of North Carolina 0 $7,250
Triad Stage $114,713 $95,500
Total $683,050 $629,500

* Grants provided in May through the Piedmont Triad Initiative for Community Arts. Other grants 
awarded under that program went to the Center for Creative Aging of North Carolina ($8,400) and the 
city of Greensboro ($3,100).

Totals do not include teacher art grants or regional artist grants for 2008-09 or 2009-10. Fiscal year runs 
July 1 through June 30.

Source: United Arts Council of Greater Greensboro

up for autographs and words 
of encouragement for the 
6,500 athletes.

Three meet records were 
broken on the first day, but 
all that seemed to take a back 
seat to the three Olympians.

Jacob GunderKline, 19, was 
still wearing the first-place 
medal from the 3,000 meter 
race walk when he managed 
to get Lewis’ autograph.

For GunderKline, it was a 
tossup over which seemed to 
make him happier: meeting 
Lewis or winning his race.

“When my parents hear 
about this, they won’t believe 
it,” said GunderKline, who 
lives in Miami, Ohio. 

“My mom was a huge fan of 
his. She won’t care that I won. 
Just that I met Carl Lewis.”

Lewis, O’Brien and Hayes 
competed in AAU track and 
field, the precursor to what is 
now Junior Olympics.

O’Brien, who won the gold 
medal at the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics, remembers com-
peting in Los Angeles at a ju-
nior event and then hurrying 
to get his camera to take pic-
tures of another junior track 
star competing after him: 
Lewis.

“It was the thrill of my life 
competing in those events 
and getting a chance to watch 
Carl run,” O’Brien said. “I 
know what an event like this 
can do for kids. It can spark 
them to go further, not just in 
track but school and life.”

For more than an hour, the 

line to meet the three Olym-
pians snaked around Aggie 
Stadium. 

All the athletes in town 
this week are too young to re-
member Lewis and O’Brien. 
Some have a vague recollec-
tion of Hayes, who won a gold 
medal in the 100 meter hur-
dles at the 2004 Athens Olym-
pics. But nobody seemed to 
mind their heros were past 
their prime.

Amber Jack, 17, was just 3 

when Lewis won his last gold 
medal. She hurriedly brushed 
her hair and wiped her face 
clean before getting her pic-
ture taken with him. 

“It’s amazing to see him 
up close like that,” said Jack, 
who lives in Houston. “He 
still looks like he could go out 
and win another gold.”

Contact Robert Bell at 373-
7055 or robert.bell@news-
record.com
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PHOTOS BY JERRY WOLFORD/News & Record

Three meet records were broken on the first day, but many in the crowd 
seemed more excited about meeting the three Olympians. Most of the 
athletes were too young to remember their heroes in their prime.

Carl Lewis hands 
out medals to 
winners in the 
4 x 800 relay 
event. “I always 
knew I could do 
something special 
in my life with 
the talent I had,” 
Lewis said between 
autographs. 
“Wouldn’t it be 
great if every kid 
out here could feel 
that way, too?”


